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FOSTER  ARMS 


Arms — Argent,  a  chevron  vert  between  three  buglehorns,  and  a  bordure  sable 
bezantee.  (Burke:  General  Armory.) 
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.Foster 


OSTER  is  an  Anglo-Saxon  surname  of  ancient  origin  and 
noble  lineage  and  is  derived  from  the  occupational  source 
— in  this  case  from  “the  forester.”  A  forester  had  charge 
of  a  forest  or  forests  and  supervised  the  growing  of  tim¬ 
ber  on  an  estate  as  in  Gesta  Romanorum,  p.  206:  “I  am 
forester  of  the  Emperoures  in  this  forest.”  The  name 
was  also  taken  from  the  place  of  residence  of  the  family 
in  a  forest,  or  wild  wooded  country.  Foster,  the  spelling  of  this  branch  of  the 
family,  is  a  contraction  of  the  original  spelling  Forester. 

The  first  mention  of  the  name  in  ancient  records  is  found  about  the  year 
1050,  when  Sir  Richard  Forester,  called  then  by  his  Latinized  name  Forestarius, 
went  over  to  England.  He  accompanied  his  brother-in-law,  William  the  Con¬ 
queror,  and  his  father,  Baldwin  IV,  the  forester,  who  was  called  “le  Debon- 
aire.”  The  wife  of  “le  Debonaire”  was  Adela,  daughter  of  Robert,  King  of 
France.  Father  and  son  participated  in  the  victorious  battle  of  Hastings. 

Among  the  early  Foresters  mentioned  in  the  records  is  Anacher,  Great  For¬ 
ester  of  Flanders,  who  died  in  837.  His  son,  Baldwin  I,  of  Flanders,  called  “Iron 
Arm”  on  account  of  his  great  strength  or  because  of  his  being  constantly  in 
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armor,  had  a  son,  Baldwin  II  of  Flanders,  the  forester,  who  married  Princess 
Judith,  daughter  of  Charles  the  Bald,  King  of  Aquitania  and  Neustria,  or  in 
other  words  the  greater  part  of  modern  France.  He  built  castles  in  Bruges  and 
Ghent  to  defend  the  country  against  the  Normans.  He  died  at  Arras  in  837  and 
was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Baldwin  II,  of  Flanders,  who  married  the  Princess 
Alfrith,  daughter  of  Alfred  the  Great,  King  of  England.  He  made  war  against 
Eudes,  Count  of  Paris,  who  usurped  the  French  Crown,  and  defeated  him.  He 
died  in  919,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Arnulf  of  Flanders,  the  forester,  who 
was  succeeded  in  988  by  his  son,  Baldwin  III  of  Flanders,  called  of  the  handsome 
beard.  He  married  the  daughter  of  the  Count  of  Luxembourg.  He  defended  his 
country  against  the  united  forces  of  the  Emperor  Henry,  King  Robert  of  France 
and  the  Duke  of  Normandy.  Following  this  family  down  through  the  years,  we 
find  scarcely  a  generation  without  its  famous  and  brave  members,  who  have 
achieved  honor  in  many  walks  of  life. 

Bamborough  Castle,  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Northumberland,  is  about  fifteen 
miles  from  Alnwick  and  has  been  famous  for  many  centuries  as  being  the  home 
of  the  Fosters.  It  is  a  place  of  great  historic  interest. 

This  branch  of  the  Foster  family  emigrated  from  England  to  Ireland  and 
were  living  in  County  Londonderry,  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  at  the  time  the  first 
records  of  the  family  were  obtainable. 

(Bardsley:  Dictionary  of  English  and  Welsh  Surnames.  Lower:  Patro- 
nymica  Britannica.  F.  C.  Pierce:  The  Foster  Genealogy ,  pp.  9,  11,  12,  26.) 
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ALEXANDER  FOSTER,  the  first  member  of  this  family  of  whom  there 
is  positive  record,  was  born  in  County  Londonderry,  Ireland,  June  3,  1773, 
and  died  in  Allegheny  County,  Pennsylvania,  March  14,  1849,  being  buried  in 
McKeesport  and  Versailles  Cemetery.  He  emigrated  from  the  North  of  Ireland 
to  America  when  twenty  years  of  age,  landing  in  Philadelphia,  July  12,  1793. 
He  settled  first  in  Little  Britain  Township,  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania, 
near  the  Washington  County  line.  In  Lancaster  County  he  owned  two  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  acres  of  land,  which  later  was  deeded  to  his  son,  John,  who 
sold  it  in  small  pieces. 

Alexander  Foster  left  Lancaster  County  and  lived  for  a  time  in  Chester 
County,  finally  drifting  to  Pittsburgh,  which  was  at  that  time  considered  “the 
far  west.”  He  and  his  family  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers,  who  braved  the 
privations  and  hardships  of  that  dangerous  and  unsettled  wilderness.  Shortly 
after  settling  at  Pittsburgh,  in  company  with  others,  he  took  a  flat  boat  loaded 
with  provisions  down  the  Ohio  River  to  General  Wayne’s  division  of  the  army, 
then  stationed  at  a  point  in  Ohio  which  is  now  the  site  of  Cincinnati.  On  their 
return  trip,  the  party,  having  gone  ashore  not  far  below  the  present  site  of  Mari¬ 
etta,  Ohio,  to  build  a  fire  and  cook  supper,  was  surprised  by  a  volley  of  shots  and 
the  war  cry  of  Indians  from  a  nearby  thicket.  They  fled  to  the  boat  and  escaped 
without  injury,  although  the  savages  followed  along  the  shore,  firing  as  rapidly 
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as  their  guns  could  be  reloaded.  Many  of  the  bullets  hit  the  boat,  two  of  them 
striking  the  oar  with  which  Alexander  Foster  was  rowing. 

Upon  returning  from  this  stirring  adventure  to  Pittsburgh,  Alexander 
Foster  volunteered  to  go  with  a  company  of  men  to  build  a  block  house  in  Erie, 
Pennsylvania.  The  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  through  a  dense, 
trackless  wilderness  was  traveled  on  foot,  the  only  path  being  Indian  trails.  At 
that  time  all  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  west  of  the  Allegheny,  north  of  the  Ohio 
River  and  south  of  Lake  Erie  was  infested  with  hostile  tribes  of  savages,  and  the 
trip  was  a  most  dangerous  undertaking.  Its  success  was  largely  due  to  the 
courage  and  resourcefulness  of  Alexander  Foster.  After  the  structure  was  fin¬ 
ished  at  Erie,  he  returned  with  one  companion,  to  Pittsburgh,  most  of  the  jour¬ 
ney  being  made  down  the  Allegheny  River  in  a  canoe  of  their  own  construction. 

Alexander  Foster  purchased  the  Bower  Hill  Farm  seven  miles  west  of 
Pittsburgh  on  Chartiers  Creek,  and  farmed  there  for  thirteen  years.  He  took 
out  citizenship  papers  August  io,  1808,  at  Pittsburgh,  the  county  seat  of  Alle¬ 
gheny  County.  He  moved  from  there  to  Somerset  Township,  Washington 
County,  Pennsylvania,  six  miles  east  of  the  town  of  Washington,  where  he 
remained  about  twenty-one  years.  From  this  place  he  went  to  a  farm  in  Ver¬ 
sailles  Township,  Allegheny  County,  near  McKeesport,  where  he  lived  until  his 
death.  Both  Alexander  Foster  and  his  wife  were  ardent  Presbyterians  and  eager 
participants  in  all  church  activities.  Two  of  their  sons  became  ruling  elders  in 
the  church.  Mr.  Foster  was  one  of  that  early  group  of  sturdy  pioneers,  who 
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were  responsible  for  the  rapid  development  of  the  Middle  West.  He  was  a  man 
of  exceptionally  great  physical  courage  and  staunch  faith,  who  was  a  leader  in 
his  community  and  respected  by  all  who  came  in  contact  with  his  vital  personality. 

Alexander  Foster  married,  in  1800,  Sarah  Davis,  who  was  born  in  Ireland 
in  1777,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Margaret  Forsythe,  in  Indian¬ 
apolis,  Indiana,  December  25,  1858,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Martha  (Morrison) 
Davis.  She  came  to  America  when  sixteen  years  of  age,  with  her  parents  and 
brothers,  in  the  same  vessel  in  which  Alexander  Foster  arrived.  Her  family 
were  from  Ireland  and  settled  first  in  Lancaster  County  and  later  near  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pennsylvania.  Samuel  Davis,  father  of  Sarah  (Davis)  Foster,  was  from 
Raphoe,  County  Londonderry,  Ireland,  and  died  near  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania, 
July  6,  1811.  His  wife  died  there,  January  31,  1830.  Besides  their  daughter, 
Sarah,  they  had  three  sons,  Walter,  William,  and  John. 

Children  of  Alexander  and  Sarah  (Davis)  Foster: 

1.  Alexander,  Jr.,  born  August  22,  1801,  died  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota, 

September  9,  1890. 

2.  Samuel  D.,  of  whom  further. 

3.  William,  born  September  30,  1804,  died  young. 

4.  John  D.,  born  December  25,  1805,  died  at  Zwingle,  Iowa,  March  30, 

1881. 

5.  Robert,  born  February  28,  1808,  died  young. 

6.  James  (twin),  born  January  10,  1810,  died  in  infancy. 
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7.  Walter  (twin),  born  January  10,  1810,  died  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsyl¬ 

vania,  December  19,  1893. 

8.  William,  born  February  7,  1812,  died  in  Steubenville,  Pennsylvania, 

August  18,  1896. 

9.  Margaret,  born  July  31,  1815,  died  in  Allegheny  City,  Pennsylvania, 

January  26,  1864. 

10.  Robert,  born  February  10,  1817,  died  young. 

11.  David,  born  May  15,  1820;  married,  in  1845,  Elizabeth  Ross,  daughter 

of  Peter  Ross. 

(John  McCullough  Foster:  A  Genealogical  History  of  Alexander  Foster, 
Sr.,  pp.  4-6.  Family  Bible  of  Alexander  Foster,  Sr.  History  of  Allegheny 
County,  Pennsylvania,  Part  II,  pp.  426,  643.  A.  Harris:  A  Biographical  His¬ 
tory  of  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania,  p.  21 1.  History  of  Lancaster  County, 
Pennsylvania,  p.  939.) 

II 

SAMUEL  DAVIS  FOSTER,  son  of  Alexander,  Sr.,  and  Sarah  (Davis) 
Foster,  was  born  on  the  Bower  Hill  Farm,  seven  miles  west  of  Pittsburgh,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  December  19,  1802,  and  died  at  McKeesport,  Pennsylvania,  March  14, 
1886,  being  buried  in  Versailles  Cemetery.  When  eleven  years  of  age,  his  family 
moved  to  Somerset  Township,  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
remained  until  he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age.  He  then  went  to  Pittsburgh, 
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where  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  government  for  three  or  four  years  in  and 
around  the  garrison,  where  all  supplies  of  ammunition,  guns  and  cannon  were 
kept  for  the  army  west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains.  It  was  while  working  at 
the  garrison  that  he  met  his  wife,  and  soon  after  their  marriage  they  settled  at 
Smith’s  Mills,  Washington  County,  where  they  lived  on  a  small  farm  for  two 
years.  He  then  became  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Beallsville,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1834  he  purchased  a  farm  near  McKeesport,  in  Allegheny  County. 
He  built  a  home  for  his  family  on  this  land  and  lived  there  for  the  remainder  of 
his  life. 

It  was  discovered  that  there  were  about  twenty  acres  of  coal  on  his  farm, 
which  Samuel  D.  Foster  mined  and  operated,  with  great  success.  He  sold  thou¬ 
sands  of  bushels  of  coal  in  McKeesport  and  the  surrounding  country.  After  his 
death  the  land  was  divided  among  his  children,  and  part  of  it  is  still  owned  by 
members  of  the  family. 

Samuel  D.  Foster  was  a  strict  temperance  man  and  a  ruling  elder  in  the 
Associate  Reform  Church  at  Turtle  Creek,  which  he  attended  for  eleven  years. 
In  1865,  when  the  First  United  Presbyterian  Church  was  built  in  McKeesport, 
he  took  an  active  and  important  part  in  the  construction,  and  when  the  congrega¬ 
tion  was  organized  he  was  elected  the  ruling  elder,  which  office  he  filled  capably 
until  his  death.  He  was  also  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Versailles  Cemetery  and 
was  a  member  of  its  original  board  of  directors  for  many  years. 

Samuel  Davis  Foster  married  (first),  March  12,  1829,  at  the  home  of  her 
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brother,  Samuel  McCullough,  at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  Martha  McCullough. 
(McCullough  III.)  He  married  (second),  in  1865,  the  widow  Shaw. 

Children  of  the  first  marriage : 

1.  Sarah,  born  near  Beallsville,  Washington  County,  July  19,  1830;  mar¬ 

ried,  in  1856,  Samuel  Stewart,  born  April  7,  1827;  children:  i.  Wil¬ 
liam  F.,  born  September  27,  1856;  married,  June  11,  1881,  Sophia 
Hirsch;  children:  a.  Samuel  E.,  born  May  28,  1882.  b.  Zula  Z., 
born  November  26,  1883.  c.  Howard  F.,  born  October  13,  1885.  d. 
William  D.,  born  May  20,  1887.  e.  Wentworth  H.,  born  May  6, 
1889.  f.  Ethel  (twin),  born  June  20,  1891.  g.  Edna  (twin),  born 
June  20,  1891.  h.  Joseph  C.,  born  June  9,  1894.  ii.  Martha  Belle, 
born  November  1,  1858;  married,  July  6,  1882,  Charles  W.  Osborn; 
child:  Clifford  S.,  born  September  22,  1885.  iii.  Charles  M.,  born 
December  11,  i860;  married,  August  13,  1890,  Mary  T.  Auberly; 
child:  Charles  H.,  born  March  13,  1892.  iv.  Rosalyn,  born  Janu¬ 
ary  19,  1863. 

2.  John  McCullough,  of  whom  further. 

3.  Alexander  Davis,  born  in  Beallsville,  Pennsylvania,  November  23,  1833; 

married,  July  13,  1871,  Amanda  L.  Auld,  born  in  Pittsburgh,  April 
22,  1849;  children:  i.  Martha  Matilda,  born  November  30,  1872; 
married,  June  15,  1897,  Edward  P.  Junker;  child:  Arthur  Wilson, 
-born  May  23,  1898.  ii.  David  Auld.  iii.  Samuel  Davis,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  11,  1880.  iv.  Edwin  Alexander,  born  July  6,  1882. 
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4.  William,  born  March  12,  1836,  died  in  1840. 

5.  Walter,  born  November  10,  1838;  married,  March  11,  1862,  Susan  Sill 

Stewart,  born  July  19,  1839,  daughter  of  Samuel  Stewart;  children: 
i.  Alexander  Davis,  born  November  16,  1862;  married,  September 
31,  1884,  Sarah  B.  McClure;  children:  a.  LeRoy  Allen,  born  June 
25,  1885.  b.  Susan  S.,  born  October  13,  1886.  c.  Eleanor  Brockett, 
born  December  4,  1890.  ii.  Laura  Ella,  born  October  12,  1864;  mar¬ 
ried,  in  1885,  Samuel  A.  McClure;  child:  Hazel  Foster,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  31,  1885.  iii.  Harry  Stewart,  born  August  12,  1868. 

( History  of  Allegheny  County,  Pennsylvania,  Part  II,  p.  643.  John  McCul¬ 
lough  Foster:  A  Genealogical  History  of  Alexander  Foster,  Sr.,  pp.  8,  10,  13, 
15,  24,  29,  hi,  1 15,  120,  125,  130,  135,  138,  143,  148.) 

Ill 

JOHN  McCULLOUGH  FOSTER,  son  of  Samuel  Davis  and  Martha 
(McCullough)  Foster,  was  born  in  Beallsville,  Washington  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  January  5,  1832,  and  died  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  December  22,  1899, 
being  buried  in  the  family  lot  in  Elmwood  Cemetery,  that  city.  In  lumbering 
circles,  the  name  of  John  M.  Foster  stood  as  a  symbol  of  business  integrity  and 
success.  The  founder  of  a  great  chain  of  lumber  yards,  both  wholesale  and  retail, 
in  various  sections  of  the  country,  Mr.  Foster  took  a  high  rank  among  the  pioneer 
leaders  in  the  lumber  industry.  Among  the  contributing  factors  to  his  success, 
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was  his  never-failing  perseverance,  even  under  adverse  conditions ;  his  gift  for 
organization,  and  his  executive  ability ;  and  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  lumbering.  The  Foster  Lumber  Company,  which  he  organized  and  of 
which  he  was  for  many  years  the  leading  executive,  is  still  in  existence  and  is 
recognized  as  a  commercial  institution  of  importance. 

John  McCullough  Foster  received  his  early  education  at  the  family  home¬ 
stead,  near  McKeesport,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  lived  until  he  was  sixteen  years 
of  age.  November  16,  1848,  he  went  to  Pittsburgh  and  entered  the  trade  of  car¬ 
pentry  as  an  apprentice  with  his  uncle,  David  Foster.  The  wages  agreed  upon 
were  $2.50  per  month,  or  $30.00  per  annum  for  three  years.  After  serving  his 
time  as  apprentice,  he  embarked  on  a  steamboat  for  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  March 
16,  1852,  with  his  uncle,  John  Foster,  who  was  moving  with  his  family  to  Minne¬ 
sota.  Mr.  Foster  remained  in  St.  Paul  for  two  years,  engaging  in  the  carpenter 
trade  and  doing  some  contracting  as  well.  He  then  returned  to  Pittsburgh,  and 
the  following  spring  accepted  a  contract  to  build  some  houses  in  McKeesport. 

During  the  next  few  years  he  gained  still  further  experience  from  work 
done  in  Dubuque,  Iowa,  Nebraska  City,  Nebraska,  and  at  Leavenworth,  Kansas. 
He  bought  property  at  the  latter  place  and  his  family  made  that  place  their  home 
for  many  years. 

Having  decided  to  settle  permanently  in  Leavenworth,  Mr.  Foster  engaged 
in  business  as  a  contractor  until  1870,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  A.  J. 
Angell,  in  the  retail  lumber  business,  buying  out  the  yard  of  Thomas  Cutts.  He 
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was  a  member  of  this  firm  for  five  years  and  then  sold  his  share  to  Mr.  Angell 
and  moved  to  his  farm  ten  miles  west  of  Leavenworth  on  Big  Stranger  Creek. 
Mr.  Foster  had  invested  heavily  in  Leavenworth  real  estate  and  after  the  war  the 
depreciation  in  values  was  so  great  that  he  lost  a  great  deal  and  for  a  time  found 
himself,  like  many  other  business  men  during  that  period  of  depression,  in  very 
straitened  circumstances.  Following  the  sale  of  his  negotiable  property  he  found 
that  he  was  still  indebted  to  the  amount  of  four  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 
With  his  characteristic  vision  and  foresight,  he  .recognized  the  fact  that  the  lum¬ 
bering  business  would  become  more  and  more  prosperous  and  he  determined  to 
recover  his  financial  position  in  that  line  of  business.  His  remarkable  success, 
not  only  in  paying  off  all  his  debts,  but  in  also  accumulating  a  substantial  fortune, 
was  the  result  of  his  unceasing  energy  and  keen  intelligence. 

In  March,  1879,  Mr.  Foster  and  his  son,  Benjamin,  traveled  west  in  a  cov¬ 
ered  wagon,  with  two  dogs  and  two  guns.  After  examining  a  number  of  towns, 
they  were  favorably  impressed  with  Randolph,  Kansas,  and  decided  to  enter  the 
lumber  industry  there.  The  farm  at  Leavenworth  was  therefore  mortgaged,  and 
lumber  was  purchased  in  Kansas  City,  with  which  they  opened  their  new  yard  at 
Randolph.  On  April  22,  1879,  Mr.  Foster  and  his  son,  Benjamin,  started  in 
business  with  a  borrowed  capital  of  about  a  thousand  dollars.  They  met  with 
immediate  success  and  the  same  year  opened  another  yard  at  Irving,  of  which  his 
son,  Thomas,  took  charge.  The  following  year  they  extended  their  operations  to 
Olsburg,  where  Benjamin  assumed  the  position  of  manager,  Mr.  Foster  remain¬ 
ing  at  Randolph.  Samuel,  the  eldest  son,  later  took  charge  of  another  branch 
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yard  at  Leonardville.  By  the  diligent  and  clever  management  of  Mr.  Foster  and 
his  three  sons,  the  firm  became  tremendously  successful,  and  by  1883  they  were 
doing  a  splendid  business,  and  all  old  debts,  resulting  from  the  Civil  War  depres¬ 
sion,  were  paid  ofif.  In  1885,  they  took  the  firm  name  of  “John  Foster  and  Sons,” 
and  continued  in  this  manner  until  Samuel  resigned  from  the  firm  and  Thomas 
and  Benjamin  continued  in  business  with  their  father. 

Operations  were  rapidly  extended  until  they  owned  yards  in  every  section 
of  the  State.  In  1889,  they  established  a  wholesale  trade  with  central  offices  at 
Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  thereafter  engaged  in  both  wholesale  and  retail  work. 
They  also  set  up  lumber  mills  and  operated  sawmills  at  various  points.  In  Janu¬ 
ary,  1896,  the  business  was  incorporated  as  the  Foster  Lumber  Company  with 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  paid  up  capital,  the  stock  being  divided  among  the 
Foster  family.  John  Foster  was  elected  president  and  served  in  that  capacity  for 
many  years;  Thomas  Foster  was  elected  vice-president;  Benjamin  B.  Foster, 
secretary  and  general  manager;  and  George  W.  Foster,  treasurer. 

In  1897,  an  office  was  opened  in  Houston,  Texas,  and  operations  extended  all 
over  Texas  and  Mexico,  as  well  as  over  the  Central  Southern  States.  The  firm 
is  still  in  existence  and  managed  and  operated  by  the  sons  of  John  Foster,  the 
founder  and  first  president. 

On  January  6,  1899,  the  business  having  progressed  most  satisfactorily  for 
several  years,  a  home  was  purchased  for  the  sum  of  $55,508,  paid  out  of  the  sur¬ 
plus  funds  of  the  Foster  Lumber  Company,  all  the  children  making  donations  in 
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proportion  to  the  amount  of  stock  owned  in  the  business.  This  home  was  deeded 
as  a  gift  to  the  mother,  who  in  turn  deeded  it  back  to  the  Foster  Lumber  Company. 

John  McCullough  Foster  married,  at  McKeesport,  Pennsylvania,  October 
18,  1855,  Letitia  L.  Sampson.  (Sampson  II.) 

Children,  born  at  Leavenworth,  Kansas : 

1.  Anna  Martha,  of  whom  further. 

2.  Samuel  Alexander,  born  September  18,  1858;  married  (first),  Novem¬ 

ber  24,  1885,  Nellie  E.  Combs,  bom  December  16,  i860,  died  June  9, 
1922,  being  buried  in  the  family  lot  at  Lincoln,  Nebraska.  He  mar¬ 
ried  (second),  January  20,  1927,  Emma  Neva  Hutchins,  of  Lincoln, 
Nebraska;  children  of  the  first  marriage:  i.  John  Earl,  born  in 
Leonardville,  Kansas,  September  27,  1886;  married,  in  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  September  30,  1908,  Dr.  Y.  S.  Stein 
officiating,  Florence  Woods,  born  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  July  23, 
1886;  children:  a.  Letitia,  born  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  November  11, 
1910.  b.  Virginia  (twin),  born  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  June  26,  1912. 
c.  Marian  Jane  (twin),  born  June  26,  1912.  ii.  Lucile,  born  in  Lin¬ 
coln,  Nebraska,  September  26,  1895;  married,  at  1930  Y  Street, 
Lincoln,  Nebraska,  October  10,  1917,  Dr.  F.  S.  Wharton  officiating, 
Reginald  Woodruff,  born  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  December  23,  1895; 
children :  a.  Suzanne,  born  in  Lincoln,  November  25,  1920.  b.  Mar¬ 
cia,  born  September  19,  1924. 
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3.  Thomas  Sampson,  born  February  16,  1861,  died  in  October,  1913,  being 

buried  in  the  family  lot  in  Elmwood  Cemetery,  Kansas  City;  mar¬ 
ried  (first),  November  17,  1889,  Addie  Miller,  born  March  23,  1862, 
died  April  16,  1894;  married  (second),  December  22,  1897,  Flor¬ 
ence  Wilson.  Child  of  the  first  marriage :  Letitia  Jane,  born  August 
18,  1890;  married,  at  the  Windermere  Hotel,  Chicago,  Illinois, 
August  23,  1913,  Dr.  Jacobs,  of  Houston,  Texas,  officiating,  Robert 
Eakin  Campbell,  born  in  Marshall,  Missouri,  July  1,  1889;  children: 

а.  Jean  Marie,  born  in  Christian  Church  Hospital,  Kansas  City,  April 

б,  1918.  b.  Neil  Foster,  born  in  Christian  Church  Hospital,  Decem¬ 
ber  12,  1920. 

4.  Benjamin  Butler,  born  April  4,  1863;  married,  in  Kansas  City,  Mis¬ 

souri,  October  12,  1915,  Dr.  Combs  officiating,  Shefifa  Vivion,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Major  and  Mrs.  Vivion,  of  Kansas  City. 

5.  Mary  Evans,  born  July  8,  1865;  married,  January  5,  1891,  William 

Craig,  born  May  29,  1861.  Children:  i.  Gladys,  born  in  Leaven¬ 
worth,  Kansas,  December  16,  1891 ;  married,  at  Kansas  City,  Mis¬ 
souri,  January  17,  1917,  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  R.  Nesbit  officiating,  E. 
Wood  Tebbe,  born  in  Sterling,  Kansas,  December  5,  1891 ;  children: 
a.  Lewis  Craig,  born  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  January  14,  1920.  b. 
Robert  Bruce,  born  in  Kansas  City,  May  31,  1922.  c.  Mary  Wood, 
born  in  Kansas  City,  December  10,  1925.  d.  Letitia  Jane,  born  at 
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Santa  Monica,  California,  August  24,  1927.  ii.  Robert  Bruce,  born 
in  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  October  10,  1893,  died  on  the  battleship 
“Adriatic,”  October  14,  1918,  and  was  buried  at  sea  about  seven 
days  out  of  New  York;  married,  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  October 
13,  I9I3>  Dr-  Charles  R.  Nesbit  officiating,  Judith  Roe  Briggs,  born 
in  Centre,  Missouri,  June  25,  1893.  iii.  John  Foster,  born  in  Leav¬ 
enworth,  Kansas,  March  10,  1895;  married,  at  Clarendon,  Texas, 
October  6,  1920,  Rev.  George  Rafter  officiating,  Anne  Muir;  chil¬ 
dren:  a.  John  Foster,  Jr.,  born  in  Clarendon,  Texas,  March  5,  1923. 
b.  William  Hays,  born  in  Clarendon,  Texas,  June  8,  1926.  iv.  Mary 
E.,  born  December  7,  1898,  died  December  11,  1898. 

6.  Martha  McCullough,  born  November  28,  1867;  married,  November 
13,  1889,  Whitsed  Laming,  born  October  20,  1861;  children:  i. 
Edith,  born  October  9,  1890;  married,  at  No.  2828  Forest  Avenue, 
Kansas  City,  April  11,  1914,  Rev.  Frank  Arnold  officiating,  Law¬ 
rence  Reese  Peairs,  born  in  Lawrence,  Kansas,  August  15,  1891; 
children:  a.  Martha  Jane,  born  in  Christian  Church  Hospital,  Ken- 
sas  City,  Missouri,  September  28,  1916.  b.  Elizabeth  Anne,  born  in 
Research  Hospital,  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  December  4,  1919.  c. 
Nancy  lone,  born  in  St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Kansas  City,  July  1,  1923. 
ii.  Foster,  born  at  Tonganoxie,  Kansas,  July  31,  1892;  married,  at 
Newport  News,  Virginia,  August  10,  1918,  Rev.  E.  D.  Wellford 
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officiating,  Ruby  Elizabeth  White,  born  at  Seneca,  Kansas,  Novem¬ 
ber  1 7,  1894;  children:  a.  Caralea,  born  in  St.  Joseph  Hospital, 
Kansas  City,  Missouri,  March  19,  1920.  b.  Foster  White,  born 
at  Memorial  Hospital,  Lawrence,  Kansas,  October  2,  1923.  c. 
Thomas  Coulton,  born  at  Tonganoxie,  Kansas,  April  1,  1925.  iii. 
Whitsed  Coulton,  born  at  Tonganoxie,  Kansas,  March  24,  1902; 
married,  at  West  Palm  Beach,  Florida,  August  20,  1924,  the  Rev. 
Calhoun  officiating,  Lucile  Ethridge,  born  in  Topeka,  Kansas,  Decem¬ 
ber  4,  1901 ;  child:  Letitia,  born  at  Research  Hospital,  Kansas  City, 
December  30,  1928. 

7.  lone  Russell,  born  February  28,  1870;  married,  at  Catholic  Cathedral, 

Kansas  City,  Missouri,  October  2,  1915,  Edward  Thomas  McCarthy, 
born  in  Huntington,  Indiana,  October  22,  1865. 

8.  James  Neel,  born  January  24,  1872;  married,  January  29,  1896,  Sadie 

Ross,  born  August  9,  1876;  children:  i.  Anna,  born  September  4, 
1899,  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  married,  in  Kansas  City,  July  12, 
1929,  Rev.  J.  Layton  Mauze  officiating,  Arthur  Kriehn,  born  in  Lex¬ 
ington,  Missouri,  May  27,  1890.  ii.  John  McCollough,  born  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Missouri,  February  6,  1902;  married,  in  Kansas  City, 
March  27,  1926,  Rev.  Harry  Patterson  Armstrong  officiating,  Mar¬ 
garet  Rebecca  Armstrong,  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  July 
20,  1902;  children:  a.  Benjamin  Butler,  born  in  Kansas  City,  Mis- 
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souri,  February  26,  1927.  b.  John  McCullough,  Jr.  (twin),  born  in 
Denver,  Colorado,  June  28,  1928.  c.  Margaret  Ann  (twin),  born 
June  28,  1928. 

9.  George  Woodward,  born  August  20,  1874;  married,  October  9,  1895, 
Annie  Ford,  born  October  6,  1874;  children:  i.  Marguerite,  born  in 
Kansas  City,  Missouri,  February  9,  1897;  married,  in  Kansas  City, 
March  29,  1922,  Dr.  Charles  R.  Nesbit  officiating,  William  Henry 
McCrary,  born  in  Calvert,  Texas,  April  12,  1894;  children:  a.  Wil¬ 
liam  Henry,  Jr.,  born  in  Kansas  City,  May  13,  1923.  b.  George  Fos¬ 
ter,  born  in  Kansas  City,  October  15,  1924.  ii.  John  Ford,  born  in 
Kansas  City,  January  15,  1906;  married,  in  Paris,  Missouri,  Octo¬ 
ber  9,  1926,  Dr.  C.  Y.  Richmond  officiating,  Helen  Craig,  born  in 
Paris,  Missouri,  March  25,  1906;  children:  a.  Carol  Craig,  born  in 
Norton,  Kansas,  August  11,  1927.  b.  George  Craig,  born  in  Kansas 
City,  Missouri,  September  24,  1929.  iii.  lone  Ford,  born  in  Kansas 
City,  January  29,  1910. 

{Ibid.,  pp.  39-46,  54,  60,  70,  79,  93,  102.  Family  data.) 

IV 

ANNA  MARTHA  FOSTER,  daughter  of  John  McCullough  and  Letitia 
L.  (Sampson)  Foster,  was  born  in  Dubuque,  Iowa,  July  20,  1856.  Until  about 
eighteen  years  of  age  she  attended  school  in  Leavenworth,  Kansas.  She  was  a 
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good  student  and  usually  ranked  at  the  head  of  her  class  in  the  various  branches 
of  common  and  high  school  work.  About  the  time  Miss  Foster  reached  her 
majority,  financial  reverses  came  to  the  family  which  deprived  her  of  many 
deserved  pleasures  and  advantages.  She,  however,  accepted  the  situation  with¬ 
out  complaint  and  shared  the  earlier  privations,  assuming  household  cares  and 
making  many  sacrifices  for  the  sake  of  her  younger  brothers  and  sisters. 
Enough  could  hardly  be  said  in  praise  of  her  disposition  and  character.  Her 
deeds  are  helpful  and  benevolent,  and  all  her  judgments  charitable,  while  her 
pure  life  and  Christian  faith  are  an  example  and  a  comfort  to  all  her  associates. 

Anna  Martha  Foster  married  George  Dempster  Ford.  (Ford  II.) 

(Ibid.,  p.  49-) 
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Arms — Gules  two  bends  vaire  argent  and  sable  on  a  chief  or,  a  greyhound  cour- 
ant  sable  between  two  towers  gules. 

Crest — A  demi-greyhound  sable  holding  in  his  paws  an  oak  branch  acorned 
proper  issuing  out  of  a  tower  gules  charged  with  an  anchor  argent. 

Motto — Persevere.  (Burke:  General  Armory.) 
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ESIGNATING  a  dweller  at  a  stream  crossing,  the  patro¬ 
nymic  Ford  is  a  common  surname  and  was  early  found 
in  numerous  documents  and  records.  In  the  Hundred 
Rolls  of  County  Norfolk,  1273,  occurs  the  name  of  Rich¬ 
ard  de  la  Forde,  and  in  those  of  County  Kent  we  find 
William  de  la  Forde. 


Bardsley : 


(Harrison:  Surnames  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
Dictionary  of  English  and  Welsh  Surnames.) 


I 

DAVID  FORD,  first  member  of  this  family  of  whom  certain  record  is 
found,  was  a  farmer  in  Scotland.  He  married  Crawford  Pullar  and  had  chil¬ 
dren,  the  exact  number  being  unknown. 

Children,  order  of  birth  uncertain: 

1.  George  D.,  of  whom  further. 

2.  Harriet,  died  in  Carnoustie,  Scotland,  December  1,  1912,  aged  sixty- 

seven  years,  “daughter  of  David  Ford,  farmer  (deceased),  and 
Crawford  Ford  (maiden  surname  Pullar)  (deceased).” 
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3.  James  Pullar,  “brother  of  Harriet,”  died  at  Dunkeld,  Scotland,  in  1915. 

4.  Eliza,  “sister  of  Harriet,”  died  in  1908. 

5.  David,  was  of  Park  River,  North  Dakota. 

6.  Annie;  married  a  Walker. 

( Family  data.  Register  of  Panbride,  Scotland .) 

II 

GEORGE  DEMPSTER  FORD  was  probably  the  son  of  David  and  Craw¬ 
ford  (Pullar)  Ford,  for  the  following  reasons: 

First — Family  records  say  George  D.  was  the  brother  of  Harriet  and  James 
P.  Ford,  of  Carnoustie,  Scotland. 

Second — Harriet  Ford  is  definitely  given  in  the  Register  of  Panbride,  as 
having  been  the  daughter  of  David  and  Crawford  (Pullar)  Ford,  which  fact 
necessarily  makes  George  D.  Ford  the  son  of  David  and  Crawford  (Pullar) 
Ford. 

George  D.  Ford  was  born  in  Carnoustie,  Scotland,  February  9,  1837,  and  died 
in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  after  an  illness  of  more  than  a  year’s  duration,  October 
5,  1912.  He  is  buried  in  Elmwood  Cemetery,  Kansas  City.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-five  he  came  to  America,  going  to  Forfarshire,  Canada,  from  there  to 
Mount  Carroll,  Illinois,  and  later  to  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  However,  prior  to 
his  removal  to  Kansas  City,  he  held  large  ranch  interests  in  New  Mexico  and  in 
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the  “Panhandle”  of  Texas.  His  first  business  connection  in  Kansas  City  was  in 
association  with  David  T.  Beals,  in  the  Union  National  Bank,  Mr.  Ford  con¬ 
tinuing  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  director  of  this  institution  until  it  was  consoli¬ 
dated  with  the  National  Bank  of  Commerce  six  years  later.  In  recognition  of 
his  remarkable  executive  ability,  he  subsequently  became  first  vice-president  of 
the  consolidated  organization.  Mr.  Ford’s  prominent  association  with  financial 
institutions  in  Kansas  City  included  the  years  between  1886  and  1912. 

With  Mr.  Ford’s  passing,  his  family  was  bereaved  of  one  of  their  most  lov¬ 
able  members,  his  State  lost  a  loyal  citizen,  the  banking  and  financial  world  an 
outstanding  executive  leader,  and  his  numerous  friends  and  acquaintances  an 
inviting  confidant.  Mr.  Ford  so  conducted  himself  during  his  lifetime  of  seventy- 
five  years  that  it  can  truly  be  said  that  his  life  is  a  shining  example  to  those  who 
would  strive  to  equal  or  emulate  his  notable  achievements.  His  characteristic 
vision  and  foresight  and  his  forceful  personality  combined  to  make  inevitable  the 
success  which  always  attended  his  endeavors. 

George  Dempster  Ford  married  (first)  Kate  McKay,  of  Illinois,  who  died 
March  12,  1901.  He  married  (second),  at  home,  No.  2801  Troost  Avenue, 
Kansas  City,  Missouri,  June  5,  1902,  Rev.  William  Carter  officiating,  Anna 
Martha  Foster.  (Foster  IV.) 

{Ibid.  Kansas  City  Times,  October  5,  1912.) 
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SAMPSON  ARMS 


Arms — Gules  a  cross  chequy  or  and  sable. 


(  B  urke :  General  A  rmory. ) 
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Sampson 

HE  Sampson  family  has  had  famous  members  in  England, 
Ireland,  Scotland,  and  Wales.  The  name  originated  in 
“the  son  of  Samson,”  and  as  a  personal  appellation,  we 
find  instances  to  indicate  that  it  was  in  very  early  use. 

The  Sampsons  in  America  were  for  the  most  part 
Scotch-Irish,  who  having  fled  from  Scotland  to  Ireland  to 
escape  the  persecution  of  the  Catholics,  had  emigrated 
from  Ireland  to  America,  because  of  the  increased  taxation  and  the  imposition  of 
the  landed  proprietors. 

The  first  known  bearer  of  the  name  in  England  was  Ralph  de  St.  Sampson, 
a  brother  of  Thomas,  first  Norman  Archbishop  of  York,  who  with  Ralph,  had 
been  educated  as  the  charge  of  Odo,  half  brother  of  William  the  Conqueror. 
Ralph  de  St.  Sampson’s  son,  Thomas,  became  Archbishop  of  York  as  Thomas  II, 
and  another  son,  Richard,  was  Bishop  of  Bayeux  in  France.  From  these  ecclesi¬ 
astics  and  their  collateral  relatives  descended  a  numerous  progeny,  who  settled  in 
England  and  Scotland,  and  are  probably  the  early  ancestors  of  our  American 
family. 
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The  early  Sampsons  seem  to  have  been  men  of  great  learning,  refinement  of 
tastes  and  strength  of  character. 

(Bardsley:  Dictionary  of  English  and  Welsh  Surnames.  L.  B.  Sampson: 
The  Sampson  Family,  pp.  3, 4,  129.) 


I 

THOMAS  SAMPSON,  the  American  progenitor  of  this  branch  of  the 
family,  was  born  probably  in  Ballyloughlin,  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  in  1794,  and 
died  in  Long  Run,  in  1844,  being  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  came  from  Ireland  to  America  at  an  early  age,  settling  on  a  farm 
at  Long  River,  Allegheny  County,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a  manufacturer  of 
sickles  as  well  as  a  farmer,  and  in  addition  to  following  these  pursuits,  conducted 
a  flouring  mill.  The  point  where  this  mill  stood  is  still  called  “Sampson’s  Mills,” 
and  is  on  the  electric  line  running  from  McKeesport  to  Irwin.  The  old  log  mill 
has  fallen  to  pieces  and  only  a  mill  stone  lying  on  the  bank  of  the  little  stream  is 
left  to  indicate  where  the  old  mill  stood.  The  miller’s  old  log  house,  however, 
was  still  standing  in  1914,  and  in  a  good  state  of  preservation.  In  some  of  the 
present  histories,  mention  is  made  of  Sampson’s  Mills  as  a  point  which  Wash¬ 
ington  passed  on  his  march  from  Virginia.  Thomas  Sampson  was  a  zealous 
member  of  the  Long  Run  Presbyterian  Church. 

He  married  Anne  Coon. 
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Children,  order  of  birth  not  known : 

1.  Mary  Anne;  married  Oliver  Evans. 

2.  Adam  C.,  born  February  15,  1828,  near  McKeesport,  died  May  10, 

1872;  married  (first)  Margaret  Williams ;  (second)  Fanny  Moore; 
(third)  Letitia  S.  Manoun. 

3.  Susanna;  married  James  Neal. 

4.  Letitia  L.,  of  whom  further. 

5.  James  H. 

6.  John. 

7.  Margaret. 

(  Commemorative  Biographical  History  of  Washington  County,  p.  225,  lists, 
in  addition  to  some  of  the  above-mentioned  children,  Harvey  and  William.) 

(L.  B.  Sampson:  The  Sampson  Family,  pp.  181-82.  J.  F.  McFarland: 
History  of  Washington  County ,  Pennsylvania,  p.  669.) 

II 

LETITIA  L.  SAMPSON,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Anne  (Coon)  Samp¬ 
son,  was  born  in  Long  Run,  June  6,  1833,  and  died  December  7,  1903,  being 
buried  in  the  family  lot  in  Elmwood  Cemetery,  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  She  mar¬ 
ried,  at  McKeesport,  Pennsylvania,  October  18,  1855,  John  McCullough  Foster. 
(Foster  III.)  ( Ibid .  Family  data.) 
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HIS  patronymic  is  probably  a  variation  of  the  surname 
Mac  Cullough,  which  is  derived  from  the  “son  of  Cul- 
loch.”  Culloch  is  a  sobriquet  or  sign-name  for  the  boar 
or  the  cock. 

(Harrison:  Surnames  of  the  United  Kingdom.) 


I 


SAMUEL  McCULLOUGH,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  the  line  presented 
herewith,  came  to  America  from  some  place  near  Belfast,  Ireland,  in  1774  or 
177 5.  With  him  emigrated  one  brother,  Thomas,  who  was  killed  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War.  In  1785,  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  in 
Amwell  Township,  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  on  this  farm  he  lived 
and  raised  a  family  of  eight  children. 

Samuel  McCullough  married  Elizabeth  Petticrew. 

Children,  born  in  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania : 


1 .  Thomas. 

2.  John,  of  whom  further. 
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3.  Elizabeth. 

4.  Samuel. 

5.  Margaret. 

6.  Sarah. 

7.  James. 

8.  Mary.  {Family  data.) 

II 

JOHN  McCULLOUGH,  son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Petticrew)  McCul¬ 
lough,  was  born  in  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania,  April  5,  1780.  He  married 
(first),  in  1802,  Mary  Steen,  who  died  July  9,  1811.  He  married  (second),  Janu¬ 
ary  21,  1812,  Margaret  Crumb,  who  died  near  Poland,  Ohio,  August  30,  1816. 

Children  of  the  first  marriage,  born  on  a  farm  near  Poland,  Ohio : 

1.  Samuel,  born  July  23,  1803. 

2.  Martha,  of  whom  further. 

3.  Elizabeth,  born  October  9,  1807.  {Ibid.) 

III 

MARTHA  McCULLOUGH,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Steen)  McCul¬ 
lough,  was  born  near  Poland,  Ohio,  January  7,  1806,  and  died  at  McKeesport, 
Pennsylvania,  June  5,  1864.  She  lived  with  her  uncle,  Samuel  McCullough,  in 
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Washington,  Pennsylvania,  until  twenty,  when  she  went  to  Pittsburgh  to  reside 
with  her  brother,  Samuel. 

Martha  McCullough  married,  at  the  home  of  her  brother  Samuel,  March 
12,  1829,  Samuel  D.  Foster.  (Foster  II.)  {Ibid.) 
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